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In our first reading for today, there are several points to notice. At 

the beginning of the reading when the narrator speaks there is note in 

this translation that Jesus was traveling along a road that was by all 

community standards considered undesirable. Jesus is not taking the 

well-traveled path. Jesus is, as seems to be his custom, taking the road 

less traveled. What does that look like for Jesus’ time?  

This road would have been considered an unclean path. No one 

who was a part of the civilized society would want to travel along this 

road. This is the road where are the beggars slept. This was the road 

where people who were considered outsiders who would reside. Jesus is 

going to the ghettos. Jesus is going to tent city. Jesus is going into the 

Covid ward. Jesus is walking in territory that is considered unsafe and 

unclean. No one wanted to walk the road that Jesus walked that day. 

I cannot emphasize enough how unusual it would have been for a 

well-respected teacher and elder in Jesus’s time to walk along the road 

of the untouchables. Jesus was doing something very strange at the very 

beginning of this story. So we can get a sense from that moment on that 
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something is going to happened. We don't really know what it is yet. 

And then Jesus encounters 10 men who have been living together in a 

quarantined pod. Thankfully they have found community with one 

another! Each of the men in this community is stricken with a 

debilitating and disfiguring disease on their skin that was very 

contagious. people had been chased out of their homes an out of their 

communities of origin because nobody knew of a cure for the disease 

that was known as leprosy. 

I wonder what their stories were. We don't get to learn anything 

about any of these men or how they ended up cast out of their towns or 

any of the pain that they had experienced in the breaking of their 

relationships. we don't get to know anything about any of them, except 

the one who comes back. 

It is interesting to note they all stood at a distance, respecting this 

elder and teacher in the community by preventing him from becoming 

ritually unclean. They stand at a distance and cry out to Jesus for mercy 

and for healing. I wonder how they knew who Jesus was. I wonder what 
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stories they had heard about this man and what would prompt them to 

ask him for help. 

Did Jesus come this way often? Was Jesus in the habit of walking 

the road of the untouchables? And where were Jesus disciples? Jesus 

was not traveling with companions. Even though this road was known to 

be unsafe and unclean, Jesus went there anyway. 

What was Jesus looking for that day? And what is it that he found? 

And how was this story told from that day forward? 

Now to understand what Jesus was sending the people to do when 

they asked him for help, one would have to know or at least have some 

familiarity with Levitical law and the first few books of the Old 

Testament that are known as the Torah. Jewish cleanliness codes were 

very strict. in response to the cleanliness code and the mosaic law, a 

stratification of humanity developed. A very strong caste system was in 

place throughout that whole region. 
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Some of the lowest members of society were those who had 

debilitating illnesses or ailments. They were considered two have been 

cursed by God and judgment often came from the society. So not only 

were people suffering from ailments and illnesses, they were also seen 

as ritually unclean spiritually cursed and relationally unlovable. They 

could not live in the city. They could not live with family. They were 

sent away to live a lonely life. 

That being said, there were ways to come back into right 

relationship with God, with society, and with their family. If by some 

divine Providence, they had received a cleansing from their disease, they 

were indeed to come to the temple and to show themselves to the priests. 

And the priests had a prescription written in the Levitical code for 

bringing that person into alignment with or in right relationship with 

God. And once those offerings were made, the priest would bless the 

person and anoint them and say a special prayer over them. They were 

anointed with oil and they were anointed with blood and once they were 

prayed over, they were considered spiritually clean. 
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And then once they were spiritually clean, then the person could 

bring offerings to the temple, to offer their gifts in praise and 

Thanksgiving. Anne again the priest had a prescription, a special prayer, 

a special anointing, and a special gift to give to the person so that they 

could show their family and their community that they had been fully 

healed. 

So, what happens in the story, as all ten had gone to the temple? 

The scriptures, you will note, do not say that the men were healed and 

then they went to the temple. The story says that when Jesus sent the 

group to the temple, they went immediately, and it was somewhere 

along their journey where they discovered that their skin was no longer 

covered with painful sores. In light of the Levitical law, we might 

deduce that all 10 came to the temple and were prayed for by the priests. 

But something really special happens with one of them. All ten of the 

men who had formerly been covered with sores received a cleansing 

from their disease. And they may have even gone through the ritualistic 

offering sequence that is laid out in the book of leviticus. But the story 
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doesn't end there. One of them comes back to Jesus. One of them comes 

back to Jesus to say thank you, to express his gratitude with joy. 

Scripture tells us that the one who returned gave glory to God by saying 

thank you to Jesus. 

Gratitude is really important! All ten of the men received cleansing 

from their disease, however, the one who came back to Jesus, and 

openly recognized the source of his gift of new life and vitality - this is 

the man who is made whole! I appreciate the voice translation that was 

read here. for it captures some of the nuances the original language. It 

doesn't just translate word for word, it really tries to capture the essence 

of the phrasing. And so, the contrast between how these men are viewed 

is made very clear.  

In the very beginning they are seen as disgusting, as something 

unwanted. These were people who were living on the road that led to the 

burning pile of trash outside of the city. They were in Gehenna or the 

Bardo, in the in-between place where no one really wanted to be. They 

were living a half-life, but at least they were living it together. 
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But after their encounter with Jesus, after they reached out and 

asked for help, they were able to go back into the city and they were 

given the opportunity to have new relationship with their entire 

community. Truly this is something to be grateful for! And yet, only one 

out of all 10 acknowledges the source of healing. only one out of 10 

comes to give thanks. And did you catch the one thing we get to know 

about any of these men? The one who came back, the one who gave 

thanks to Jesus and gave glory to God, which we see in the scriptures 

here are one in the same, this man was a Samaritan. 

We don't get to know anything about any of these men. There 

nameless and faceless just like many of the women in scriptures are. But 

this man, the one who came and gave gratitude to the source of his 

healing, this man was a foreigner. but this foreign man received far more 

than any of the others, because in the Greek word we see that he is 

granted complete wholeness. And Jesus draws a very close parallel 

between his gratitude on his faith. 
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“Were not 10 made clean?” Jesus says, “why then did only one 

come back to keep thanks? Go in peace, your faith has made you 

completely whole.” 

Expressing our gratitude is the way that we are made whole. That 

is why we have been counting our blessings. Our entire church family 

has been keeping gratitude journals for the entire month of October up to 

this point. And it is now, from the place of our wholeness that we can 

express ourselves in faith and truly offer our gifts back to the source 

from which they came. When we take time to prayerfully consider what 

we can offer, we are contributing to our health and well-being, and we 

are actively choosing to participate in the healing and the blessing and 

the restoration of wholeness to our surrounding community through our 

gratitude gifts to the church. 

We take time every week here, together, to say thank you to God. 

And one of the tangible expressions of gratitude that we can offer, on 

this special “Gratitude in Giving Sunday,” is in our commitment card 

which helps our financial planners and our leadership team to work with 
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our pastoral staff and to listen to the Holy Spirit so that we can lead this 

community with a beautiful vision of what the next year can hold. your 

gifts of gratitude leads to someone else’s wholeness. Your willingness to 

make a commitment in faith can help our community to be made well. 

So, I invite you now, as Kathy plays a special song, to write down 

your commitment. Make a clear statement of faith and support this 

community so that we can continue to nourish our community with the 

love of Jesus.  And for those of you who are joining us from home, I 

invite you to visit our webpage: www.tillamookumc.org and click on the 

“Giving” tab on the navigation bar at the top.  And there, you will find a 

PDF of our Gratitude Giving card, or you can scroll down and click the 

blue button that says, “Donate Now”, and you can determine the amount 

you wish to contribute financially and determine the frequency of a 

recurring financial gift. 

The beautiful part of these commitment cards that you can 

download is that they also include a place for you to offer your time, 

your talents, your prayers, or to reach out and to request a visit, (whether 

http://www.tillamookumc.org/
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that be a Zoom meeting, or an in-person one) from me, and you can 

express a desire for prayer.  You can do that online by sending us a 

message in the contact form on the bottom of the page if that suits you.  

Or email me directly: Pastor.Wynne@gmail.com. 

We have such a great opportunity to give thanks to God in our 

everyday encounters with Christ.  On days like today, we have a special 

gift that we can give for the future generations.  And for those of you 

who are new here, or who are visiting, or watching us online for the first 

time, please know that your presence is a gift and a blessing to us.  And 

that is enough for now.  You are welcome to offer a gratitude gift when 

you feel called to do so.  The commitment cards are a way to deepen our 

relationship once we’ve established one with Christ.  There is no 

pressure to give until you have an established relationship here.   

Thank you all for your willingness to commit to the healing and 

blessing and benefit of our future ministry here at Tillamook United 

Methodist Church.  May God bless us all with the capacity to give 

generously in the year to come.  Amen. 
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